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Before Americans were exposed to the Common School movement of the
twentieth century, it was commonly believed that proper nourishment was the only
need children had. 30 Horace Mann and later John Dewey, and other leading
progressives promoted the philosophy that proper education was another basic need for
a successful adult life. Progressives believed that children needed to be exposed to
schooling where they could have "experience. "31 Utah progressive educational leaders
advocated their own brand of progressivism, most especially, child-centered education.
One reason Utah seemed enthused with progressive ideas may have been that most of
its citizens during the early 1900s were highly involved with their religion and saw some
affinity between Mormonism and progressive thought. The practice of linking education
with religion was not a new idea. Horace Mann and the common school folks had done
the same thing. American education was at a crossroads, changing from traditional
practices to the innovative progressive thought that was strongly influenced by John
Dewey and others. Among LDS teachers trained in progressive education, David 0.
McKay was in a key position to influence the educational policies of the LDS Church.
In 1873 David 0. McKay was born in the small settlement of Huntsville, Utah.
As an adult, his influence would greatly alter the educational experience of thousands
of lives around the world. Ultimately he was instrumental in enlarging the educational
opportunities of future Oceanic generations. Historically, McKay was trained during the
1890s when progressive education was being developed. He attended the University of
Utah, where he was taught a progressive curriculum, completed a normal program, and
graduated with a teaching certificate in 1897. 32
Twenty-six-year-old David 0. McKay joined the faculty of Weber Stake Academy
in the fall of 1899 with three assignments: registrar, instructor of pedagogy and
literature, and choir director. 33 He became its principal three years later, serving in this
capacity until June 1908, after he was called to the Quorum of the Twelve. He then
served as a board member at the Weber Academy (Weber State University) in Ogden,
Utah from 1899-1922.
At Weber, McKay had an interesting conversation with Castle H. Murphy.
Murphy, who later served as a mission president in Hawaii and as a construction
missionary in the South Pacific, remembered attending a dance in 1905, at the age of
nineteen at Weber College. He was chatting in a corner with some other boys when
McKay approached and asked what mission fields the boys would like to be assigned to.
Everyone responded to the question but Murphy. McKay asked directly, "Brother
Murphy, what about your preference? Haven't you one?" Murphy responded,
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You brethren teach us that we should prepare ourselves to be worthy to enter
the temple, select a good LOS girl, have her sealed to us, prepare to provide a home for
a family, raise a good-sized family, arrange to educate our children properly, provide
security for the group, and fill Church assignments when called. I can't understand
how we can be expected to accomplish all of those things and still find time to fill a
mission. 34
McKay simply smiled, shook Murphy's hand warmly, and said, "Who knows but that
you will someday preach the Gospel to the Chinese and Japanese," turned around, and
left. Years later Murphy found himself as a missionary to the Chinese and Japanese
people in Hawaii and remembered McKay's words as prophetic. 35 Even as the principal
of an obscure school in Ogden, Utah, McKay had the people of the Pacific on his mind.
It was while serving as President of Weber College in 1906, that David 0. McKay
became an apostle. As an apostle, McKay's professional educational expertise made him
a significant voice in Church leadership councils on educational issues. The Quorum of
the Twelve was stable in membership from 1920 to 1931 with the following members:
Rudgar J. Clawson, Reed Smoot, George Albert Smith, George R. Richards, Orson F.
Whitney, Joseph Fielding Smith, James E. Talmage, Stephen L Richards, Richard R.
Lyman, Melvin J. Ballard and John A. Widtsoe. Apostles Clawson, Smoot, Richards,
Whitney, G. Smith and J. Smith had very little or no educational background. Richards
had a degree in law, Lyman a Ph.D. in civil engineering, and Ballard a bachelor's degree
in music. Though Talmage and Widtsoe had both served as educators their university
training was in the area of chemistry. On 3 April 1919, three of these apostles were
appointed by President Heber J. Grant to form the LOS Church Commission of
Education to give direction to church education. McKay, was named Church
Commissioner of Education, "directly in charge of the Church's entire education
program" and Richards and Lyman served as assistant commissioners. 36
The nature of Elder McKay's assignments as a general authority suggest the
scope of his influence on Church education policy and ultimately on the peoples of the
Pacific. For the next five decades, he emphasized education in his addresses and
decisions, while he served in any capacity by insisting that Church funds be funneled
into educational areas. For example, in 1918 the educational expense for the year was
$368,028. Two years later with David 0 . McKay as Commissioner of Education for the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the sum almost doubled to $687,517 as
Commissioner McKay expanded opportunities for increased participation of youth in
Church education programs. 37 With increased revenue, he pioneered new ideas and
programs in many educational settings.
With the responsibility of being Church Commissioner of Education and others,
David 0. McKay's name became "synonymous with momentous growth and change
within the Church." 38 Dee Halverson, an LOS biographer, claims that David 0. McKay
was the person responsible for the Church taking "important steps ... to enlarge the
Church's role as a major force throughout the world." 39 The impetus for these important
steps began in early 1920, when President Heber J. Grant appointed McKay to tour the
Church's missions and inspect Church-owned schools throughout the world and make
suggestions for new schools. President Grant's objective was to obtain firsthand
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information regarding members of the Church throughout the world. 40 Leaving on 4
December 1920, from Utah, David 0, McKay and his companion Hugh Cannon
persevered around the globe. Hugh Cannon was an editor for Church publications, and
the son of Church educational leader George Q. Cannon .. Traveling more than 62,000
miles, they visited all the LDS schools and missions except for one in South Africa. 41
David 0. McKay found that each culture possessed unique characteristics. In
Japan he found courtesy and consideration; in Korea picturesqueness; in China wonder
and inspiration; and he found the Polynesian people to have a depth of love he had not
before experienced. It was while visiting the peoples of Hawaii, Tahiti, and Maoriland,
that Elder McKay made a profound educational commitment. Much of the force behind
this commitment stemmed from an experience he had on the island of Oahu at a
Church-owned elementary school in the small town of Laie. While there he participated
in a flag-raising ceremony on 7 February 1921. He was impressed with the many
nationalities including Haloes, Hawaiians, Japanese, Portuguese, Chinese, and Filipino
children all pledging allegiance to their new country, America. At that time David 0.
McKay envisioned the same scene duplicated on a large scale, in which the community
of Laie would become the intellectual center of the Pacific. He recorded his feelings on
that day:
As I looked at that motley group of youngsters, and realized how far
apart their parents are in hopes, aspirations, and ideals, and then thought of
these boys and girls, the first generation of their children, all thrown into what
Israel Zangwell had aptly called the 'Melting Pot' and coming out Americans, my
bosom swelled with emotion and tears came to my eyes, and I felt like bowing in
prayer and thanksgiving for the glorious country which is doing so much for all
these nationalities. But more than that, when I realize that these same boys
and girls have the opportunity of participating in all the blessings of the Gospel
which will transform the American into a real citizen of the Kingdom of God. 42
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This dream stayed with him for the next thirty-four years. In 1951, when he became
Church President, one of his first official acts was to establish a college in the Pacific.
When the Church College of Hawaii was dedicated in 1955 David 0. McKay said that it
would not only educate young Mormons, but would significantly impact the world at
large. He said:

j

From this school, I'll tell you, will go men and women whose influence
will be felt for good towards the establishment of peace internationally. Four
hundred and fifty million people waiting to hear the message over in China, a
noble race ... I don't know how many million over in Japan. You prepare to go
and carry that message. Three hundred and fifty million down in India. We
have scarcely touched these great nations, and they're calling today. 43
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McKay had other experiences of a spiritual nature in the Pacific that had a
profound impact on him and resolved in his mind a responsibility of the Church to
40

Halverson, 99.
"David 0. McKay file," 1955, International Society Daughters of Pioneers, reading room, Salt Lake
City, Utah.
42
Graham Doxey, A Report of the Sermons of Elder David O. McKay, in Annual conference of the New
Zealand Mission of the Church ofJesus Christ ofLatter-day Saints, Huntley, New Zealand. Notes of
Sermon attached to New Zealand Mission Manuscript History 23 April 1921, LDS Church Archives,
LR6048.
43
David 0. McKay, "Address of President David 0. McKay at the dedicatory services at The Church
College of Hawaii-ground breaking,"10 February 1955, Laie, Hawaii: The Church of Jesus Christ ofLatterday Saints.
41

. I

j

.J

13

provide educational opportunities for the Polynesian people. For instance, in New
Zealand he attended the Hui' Tau which means "annual conference." Later he
mentioned that he felt there were three great religious gatherings held in the world: the
LDS General Conference in Salt Lake City; the Passion Play held in Oberammergau,
Germany; and the Hui' Tau in New Zealand."44 While there David 0. McKay related the
following about his travels:
In the little town of Laie you have a graphic presentation of the work of
Mormonism in all the world. The Church is looking after the temporal salvation
of its members .... The education typified in the school, like the Maori
Agricultural College, [is] not doing advanced work, but, I hope in the future that
they may have the same advantages and opportunities as you have here ....
Industrial, temporal, social, intellectual and spiritual salvation of man, that is
Mormonism. Let the world see what it means. 45
The Maori Agricultural College that McKay mentions was originally built in 1913 and
was in operation until 1929, when it was destroyed by an earthquake. Many LDS
leaders were graduates known as the "old boys" and became branch presidents, district
presidents, then later bishops and stake presidents. For instance Sidney Crawford,
who attended the MAC (MAC was the abbreviation for Maori Agricultural College)
became an LDS temple president and Tori Read a MAC alumni served as a bishop five
times. Moreover, many of New Zealand's national celebrities were former graduates of
the MAC such as John Apati who was one of the intellectual Maori leaders of New
Zealand and George Napea who was the most renowned rugby player in the country. 46
McKay felt there needed to be a replacement for the MAC. This idea was the birth of the
Church College of New Zealand dedicated 26 April 1958. This institution still serves as
a high school today (2005). 47
After visiting New Zealand, McKay's educational aptitude expanded as he visited
Israel, along with the Far East, Australia, Singapore, India, Egypt, Palestine, Italy,
Scotland and several other countries (see Appendix A). World-tour experiences made an
indelible impression on David 0. McKay to encourage the Church to establish schools
in the South Seas; however, he would not be able to act fully on his impulses for thirty
years. In 1934, President Grant called Elder McKay to be his second counselor in the
First Presidency. Elder McKay was the first member of this governing group to have
completed a college program and receive a teaching certificate. As a counselor in the
First Presidency, he was a constant force that kept alive the goal of expansion of
Church educational programs in the Pacific Islands. When David 0. McKay became
President of the Church in 1951, these recommendations took top priority in some of
the first decisions President McKay made in overseeing the development of Church
schools in the South Seas. 48
During the years before his presidency, David 0. McKay cemented his educational ideas
that would become standard practices in these schools.
What Should Be Taught?
The Gospel of Jesus Christ
44
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By the time schools in the Pacific opened, the ideas that governed them had
already been solidified. President McKay provided very clear goals pertaining to what
should be taught in these Church schools and how it should be taught.
Everything David 0. McKay said and did was always connected to one premise.
According to him, the knowledge of the most worth is contained in the gospel of Jesus
Christ as taught by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. President McKay
was always instructing others to "teach the basic principles of the gospel." 49 President
McKay believed that the ultimate curriculum of all Church schools is contained in "the
records of God's revelations to men, [and] also the record of His dealings with mankind,"
which he called the "fundamental works of creation and revelation." Other works which
speak of "man's relationships with man as a social being, and his attitude toward God
and his work," he considered secondary sources.
As President McKay shared his understanding of truth, it seemed that his
teachings began to revolve around slogans, sayings, or quotes that became part and
parcel of his presidency once he said them. None of these sayings originated with him,
but eventually all were attributed to him.

I
I

I

What E'er Thou Art, Act Well Thy Part.
The first slogan he became known for came from his mission experience in 1898,
where he saw a quote on a stone arch over the front door of an unfinished building that
said, "What E'er Thou Art, Act Well Thy Part." President McKay felt that if each of the
Saints would act well their part in their responsibilities the work of the Lord would go
forth. President McKay helped Church members to realize that the most important
factor in acting well their part was for each individual to radiate a personality that
would reflect Christ. One of President McKay's most memorable talks on this subject
came from obscure instruction he once gave to workers at the Church's Physical
Facilities.
Some day you will have a personal priesthood interview with the Savior
himself. If you are interested, I will tell you the order in which he will ask you to
account for your earthly responsibilities.
First, he will request an accountability report about your relationship with your
wife. Have you actively been engaged in making her happy and ensuring that
her needs have been met as an individual.
Second, he will want an accountability report about each of your children
individually. He will not attempt to have this for simply a family stewardship
but will request information about your relationship to each and every child.
Third, he will want to know what you have done with the talents you were
given in the pre-existence.
Fourth, he will want a summary of your activity in your Church assignments.
He will not be necessarily interested in what assignments you have had, for in
his eyes the home teacher and a mission president are probably equals, but he
will request a summary of how you have been of service to your fellow man in
your Church assignments.
Fifth, he will have no interest in how you earned your living but if you were
honest in all your doings.
Sixth, he will ask for an accountability on what you have done to contribute
in a positive manner to your community, state, country, and the world. 50
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President McKay believed that each person radiated a certain influence and he
taught the Saints that their influence would affect the missionary labors of the Church:
Personality is a very important factor in removing prejudice and in bringing
investigators. However, that personality must be such that we radiate
confidence; and unless our actions are in harmony with our pretensions, our
personality will produce a disappointment instead of confidence. This means,
therefore, that you ... carry the responsibility of preaching the gospel by your
actions even more than by your words.
President McKay asked students "to be introspective and cleanse the inner
vessel; he expected them to achieve self-mastery." President McKay shared, "In selfmastery, there is no one great thing which a man may do to obtain it; but there are
many little things by observing which self-control may be achieved; and a subjecting of
the appetite to the will, and a refusal to satisfy desire are two of these little things."51
Mastery of self was to be highly valued. On one occasion President McKay instructed,
"The hardest battles of life are fought within the chambers of the soul. A victory on the
inside of a man's heart is of far more worth in character building than a dozen
conquests in the everyday battle of business, political, and social life." 52
Every Member A Missionary
From his early days as a prophet he began to be characterized as "the
Missionary President." President McKay tried to personify missionary persuasion.
However, during the 1960s when some missionaries emphasized baptisms over
conversion, President McKay was heartbroken when his name was associated with
promoting baptisms of those who were not ready. 5 3 Previous to his tenure, the Saints
had generally understood that every member was to be a missionary, but President
McKay institutionalized and popularized the phrase. In 1958, President McKay
referred to a program he had introduced when he was European Mission President in
1923, and added that his message that day was "every member-a million and a half-a
missionary." From that day on, the "every member a missionary" obligation was
infused in the minds of devoted members, and soon after the media also began using
this motto to distinguish his presidency. 54 President McKay encouraged the Saints not
to wait for "some special opportunity" to "proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ." He
emphasized that "LOS could proclaim the Gospel in their acts, social circles, politics,
businesses, and everywhere they mingled." He felt that each member could reach
others with the power of his or her personality.
President McKay introduced the first proselyting plan for missionaries in 1952.
This plan, entitled A Systematic Program for Teaching the Gospel, grouped information
into six discussions. In 1961, under President McKay's presidency, the first world-wide
mission president's seminar was scheduled, allowing leaders to share their experiences
with one another, and as part of the missionary program, language training schools
were instituted at Brigham Young University, Ricks College, and the Church College of
Hawaii at Laie. 55 Under President McKay's "Every Member a Missionary" program,
President McKay also pioneered early media efforts included in missionary work. The
Church seized an opportunity to construct a pavilion at the New York World's Fair. The
project involved a large investment, but of all the opportunities to spread the gospel,
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this one was the most productive. Thousands visited the pavilion, and missionaries
were there to instruct, explain, and receive referrals. 56 As part of the pavilion, for the
first time, the Church had a full feature film produced called Man's Searchfor

Happiness. 57
President McKay's marked attentiveness to missionary work "inspired a
remarkable upward surge" which continued to increase over the second half of the
twentieth century. 58 In his first decade as prophet, the number of missionaries
quadrupled and the number of annual converts rose from 12,000 to 180,000, with
conversions greatly accelerated in Latin America and the South Seas. 59
No Other Success Can Compensate for Failure in the Home
In 1935, President McKay gave the Church another motto. This slogan, "No
Other Success Can Compensate for Failure in the Home," originated in a book he had
read many years earlier entitled Home: The Savior of Civilization. 60 This line became a
watchword during his presidency and is still associated with the name of David 0.
McKay. More than any other subject President McKay felt inspired to address family
principles. His topics often dealt with courtship, marriage, family, home, and
parenting. He often spoke of his parents, family, upbringing, and beginnings in a small
rural town as an ideal way of life, and frequently portrayed his mother, Jennette Evans
McKay, as an example worthy of emulation. He esteemed all women from his
experiences with his own mother. Following the traditions of his own upbringing,
President McKay advised, "The best time for the child to learn ... rules of conformity is
between the ages of three to five. If the parents do not get control of the child during
those ages, they will find great difficulty in controlling him later."61 President McKay
loved children and felt that they were a nation's greatest asset. In addition, he observed
that "next to eternal life, the most precious gift that our Father in Heaven can bestow
upon man is his children." 62 His background as an educator came into play as he
shared his expertise and prophetic vision with parents and educators. On one occasion
he reminded, "In teaching children, it should ever be kept in mind that 'Behavior is
caught, not taught.' Example is more potent than precept. Parents have the duty to be
what they would have their children become in regard to courtesy, sincerity,
temperance, and courage to do right at all times." 63
Along with using his upbringing as a pattern to aspire to, he also identified his
own marriage as exemplary. Often in his addresses he spoke about the love he felt for
his children and Emma Ray. His marriage of over sixty years became the model union
for future generations of Church members. He admonished the Saints "Let us teach
youth that the marriage relation is one of the most sacred obligations known to man, or
that man can make." 64 Many thought he was a wonderful example of how a husband
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should treat his wife. 65 He explained that a good husband is also a "true gentlemen,"
and that a true gentlemen is open, loyal, true, honorable, and faithful to himself,
others, and God. 66
More than any other prophet, David 0. McKay talked about courtship and
dating. He advised, "During courtship keep your eyes wide open; but after marriage,
keep them half shut." 67 In his teachings, President McKay answered questions that
many young people continue to ask such as, "How do I know when I am in love?"
President McKay gave the following counsel:
If you meet a girl in whose presence you feel a desire to achieve, who inspires
you to do your best, and to make the most of yourself, such a young woman is
worthy of your love and is awakening love in your heart.
I submit that, young men, as a true guide. In the presence of the girl you
truly love you do not feel to grovel; in her presence you do not attempt to take
advantage of her; in her presence you feel that you would like to be everything
that a Master Man should become, for she will inspire you to that ideal. And I
ask you young women to cherish that same guide. What does he inspire in
you?6B

President McKay directed couples to court continuously after marriage.
Speaking from experience he taught, "I know of no other place than home where more
happiness can be found in this life. It is possible to make home a bit of heaven; indeed,
I picture heaven to be a continuation of the ideal home." 69 As was typical of President
McKay's teachings on how to have a happy, fulfilled union, he instructed, "Young
people, marriage is a relationship that cannot survive selfishness, impatience,
domineering, inequality, and lack ofrespect. Marriage is a relationship that thrives on
acceptance, equality, sharing, giving, helping, doing one's part learning and laughing
together." 70 In speaking of marriage, President McKay taught that the home should
become the center of LDS life: "Mothers, fathers, treasure sacredly and sense keenly
your responsibility to the child during those first five plastic years of its life." 71 His
sermons often discussed the sanctity of marriage and the home as he called on parents
to spend more time with their children and to teach them about character and integrity.
He promised that "pure hearts in a pure home are always in whispering distance of
heaven." 72 He called the home the "cell-unit of society," and declared that "parenthood
is next to Godhood." Emphasizing family home evening, he prophesied: "The strength
of a nation, especially of a republican nation, is in the intelligent and well-ordered
homes of the people. If and when the time comes that parents shift to others or to the
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state the responsibility of rearing their children, the stability of the nation will be
undermined and its impairment and disintegration will have begun." 73
Prophetically, President McKay knew that an attack on the family was imminent,
and he prepared Church members for the future. He warned, "When family life
disintegrates, the foundation and bulwark of human society is undermined." 74 Other
times when President McKay taught about the family, he delightedly infused humor into
his talks. When he would begin talking about courtship and finding the right partner,
he would often share one of his favorite Scottish stories.
The problem of choosing a proper, congenial mate is very vital. In regard
to this I suggest in general that you follow the advice of Sandy, the Scotchman,
but not his example. His friend MacDonald came to Sandy and said, "I'm verra
much worried, Sandy. I dinna ken [I don't know] whether to marry a rich widow
whom I do not love, or marry a puir lass [poor lass] of whom I'm verra [I'm very]
fond."
And Sandy said, "You'd better follow the promptins o' yer [of your] heart,
MacDonald."
"All right," said MacDonald, "I'll do it. I'll marry the puir lass [poor lass]."
"In that case," said Sandy, "would you mind giving me the address of the
widow?" 75
As he talked to newly-weds, he loved to tell a joke about one wife's cooking
which went like this: "A young woman ... said to her husband, 'I know my cooking
isn't good. I hate it as much as you do; but do you find me sitting around griping about
it?"' President McKay would inform his congregations:
Griping after marriage is what makes for unhappiness. A wise mate
learns to control the tongue ... Do not speak the complaining word; just walk
outdoors. I once heard of a couple who never had a quarrel, for they decided
that whenever one lost his or her temper he or she would go out and take a
walk. He spent most of his time walking. 76
Another Scottish story he loved to tell was about Jock. President McKay would
begin:
Too many of us are like that Scotsman of whom I told you, who had lost
his wife by death, and his neighbor came in, gave comfort, and said what a good
neighbor she had been, how thoughtful of others, what a good wife she had been
to Jock, who was mourning. Jock said, "Aye, Tammas, Janet was a guid woman,
a guid neighbor as you say; she was a' you say an' mair. She was aye a guid,
true wifey tae me, and I cam' near tellin' her sae aince or twice." [Yes, Thomas,
Janet was a good woman, a good neighbor as you say; she was as you say and
more. She was a good, true wife to me and I came near telling her once or
twice.]7 7
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On another occasion instructing parents, he said: "You wonder why one child is
so different in disposition from another... The first babe had no brothers to tease him;
the tenth babe perhaps had nine." 78
Part of President McKay's persona included a great power to lift people. "At the
pulpit, [he would stand] tall and stately and lifting his hand to that vast congregation as
he spoke words that inspired and lifted and made everyone in the congregation want to
live a little better as a Latter-day Saint." 79 Part of that inspiration had to do with
another of President McKay's themes, that of higher ideals.
High Ideals
President McKay was an idealist. Some thought he might have been too
idealistic, but ideals and aspirations are what President McKay gave students as a
beacon to follow. President McKay once wrote:
If every man born into the world would have as the beacon of his life ...
ideals, how much sweeter and happier life would be! With such an aim, everyone
would seek all that is pure, just, honorable, virtuous, and true-all that leads to
perfection; for these virtues he would glorify whoever seeks to glorify God. He
would eschew that which is impure, dishonorable, or vile. 80

President McKay gave young people aspirations, a "yearning for something high
and good, an exalted desire." 81 All of his teachings "tend[ed] to be around the notion of
holding up very high ideals," making them seem realistic and possible for individuals to
reach even higher. He was able to "hold up lofty ideals in a way that attracted young
people and helped them feel that it [was] possible to aim very high." 82 President McKay
had always been involved with the LDS youth, most especially the LDS students at LDS
owned schools, showing them special consideration.
The Words of Great Minds
Finding ideals in great literature that reinforced hallmarks of the gospel of Jesus
Christ was a common practice of President McKay. Remembering his own liberal arts
education he shared,
Wordsworth's heart leaped up when he beheld a rainbow in the sky.
Bums' heart wept when his plowshare overturned a daisy. Tennyson could
pluck the flower from the "crannied wall," and see, if he could read in it the
mystery, "all that God and man is." All these, and other great men, have shown
to us, in the works of nature, the handiwork of God. 83
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This practice also helped LOS teachers and students alike to realize there were good
people in the world outside of the LOS faith.8 4
President McKay infused the words of great men and women into his talks,
speeches, and addresses. He was especially well acquainted with the words of literary
giants and was greatly influenced by them. 85 In addition, Keith Oakes who served on
Church Education Boards tells us he heard him quote the progressive educator William
James, along with local educators such as Adam S. Bennion. 86 He implanted their
ideas into the curriculum of the Sunday School program, Church Education System,
Brigham Young University, and eventually into the curriculum of Pacific schools owned
by the Church. Being taught the words of great minds was one
way President McKay thought future generations would develop character.
Character Education
The ultimate goal of every discipline was to develop students who possessed the
brand of integrity that President McKay espoused. Because he saw the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints as an educational institution, he viewed the purpose of the
Church as synonymous with the purpose of education in general. President McKay
explained:
The ... great purpose of the church is to translate truth into a better social
order, or in other words, to make our religion effective in the individual lives of
men, and in improving social conditions .... Integrity, [is] the first principle of
success. . . . To maintain it in high places costs self-denial. "A man of integrity
will never listen to any plea against conscience" .... Integrity requires the
seeking after, as well as the dispensing of, the truth. We translate our religion
into better social conditions and bring salvation and peace to men here and
now. 87
If a society consisted of individuals who had integrity, it would advance and
improve. For this reason, President McKay felt that children should be taught integrity
in the schools. Moreover, according to President McKay the main purpose of the school
was to teach students character education. Only through proper education could
fundamental principles become fixed into the character of youth. The central effort of a
school was to

put forth every effort to supplant the aristocracy of wealth with the aristocracy of
character, and awaken in the minds of the youth a realization that to be honest,
to be dependable, to be a loyal citizen of the country, to be true to the standards
of the Gospel, are the noblest ideals of life. The important problem is now to
instill these lofty principles into the minds of young people, and there by it make
them worthy citizens. 88
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This quote illustrates that President McKay thought character was defined by
high ideals of honesty, dependability, and loyalty, as well as other ideas.
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The High fdeal of Spirituality
President McKay advocated that a person with character would also be one who
possesses spirituality. He defined spirituality as
Every noble impulse, every unselfish expression of love,
Every brave suffering for the right,
Every surrender of self to something higher than self,
Every loyalty to an ideal, every helpfulness to humanity,
Every act of self-control
Undefeated by pretense or policy-[But simply] by being, doing, and living of
Good for the very goad's sake:
That is spirituality.s9
The thoughtful, critical ideas above expressed by President McKay bind
spirituality with character. We can see from this list that David 0. McKay was an
idealist who expected schools to also teach high ideals for which students could strive.
Although President McKay believed that high ideals should be taught throughout every
discipline there is one subject that was crucial as far as President McKay was
concerned and that was English.
English
Whatever the curriculum and wherever it might be taught, President McKay
insisted it be taught in the English language. 90 However, Oakes adds that President
McKay insisted that the "local languages and culture were also to be kept in the
curriculum." 91 Robert L. Simpson former New Zealand LDS Mission President
concurred that
David 0. McKay stressed the importance of everyone learning English. If it was
not their first language it should be their second language. Behind all this
teaching in these schools which he established in Samoa, Tonga, New Zealand
they were all using English as the language. He was very insistent about that. 92
Glenn L. Rudd, a former member of the First and Second Quorum of Seventy
and former colleague of President McKay's suggests why President McKay insisted on
students learning the English language:
In New Zealand most of them are English speaking. There are about three and a
half million people. Only a quarter of them can speak Maori. That is only a
small percentage. He wanted them to learn the Gospel in English. I think
President McKay had a feeling far into the future. The young who were in school
were expected to learn English.9 3
Oakes suggests another reason President McKay had for placing such
importance on teaching English. He relates, "McKay felt that the gospel was revealed in
English and should be taught in that language. "94
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President McKay's insistence on English did bear fruit. Castle Murphy, who
spent a number of years in the Pacific, saw President McKay's educational practice
bring an end to what he termed the "old Hawaiian era." Between 1930 and 1936 there
occurred a marked change in the language spoken by the Polynesian people. During
these years when Murphy would go to conferences, he would hear the speakers ask, "In
which language should we speak?" Murphy tells us that "the old folks would say, In
English, so our young folks can understand it. "95
By thinking that everyone should speak English President McKay reflected the
cultural imperialism of his day. The emphasis on speaking English became a mainstay
in the schools run by the Mormons in the Pacific and was reflected in the establishment
of the Church College of Hawaii English Language Institute in 1967. 96
Teach Something Practical
President McKay's insistence on English can also be seen as part of his view that
curriculum should include practical knowledge that can be easily used in obtaining a
livelihood. In his view,
Students enter school primarily to gain economic or social advantage .... We
must not underestimate the value of obtaining an education for a livelihood ... .
Education for economic advancement is a good investment for the individual. 97
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These statements do not imply that President McKay was willing to forgo a
general liberal arts education for a purely vocational one. He clearly thought that the
"highest purpose of secular education can only be achieved through general
education." 98 Vocational education should supplement an overall program, not replace
it, and the curriculum of all courses should include teaching correct principles.
In 1963, The Polynesian Cultural Center was built next to the campus at Laie.
Two of the reasons for building the center were to (1) provide employment opportunities
for students attending the Church College of Hawaii; and (2) help students retain their
native culture and heritage. The center has since become "one of the foremost tourist
attractions in tourist thronged Hawaii."99 It also provides employment opportunities for
some of the student body today (2005). 100 This mix of vocational on-the-job training
and traditional course work can certainly be seen as representative of President
McKay's basic educational philosophy.
However, President McKay insisted that a purely vocational institution was not
the avenue to pursue. He urged that the institution at Laie someday become a fouryear liberal arts college. The Church College of Hawaii followed this directive until the
early 1970s after President McKay's death, when
it temporarily underwent a change of direction toward becoming a vocational
school. A significant drop in enrollment resulted, however, and after careful
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study and reconsideration-both in Hawaii and in Utah-a decision was made to
reestablish the college as a liberal-arts institution. 101
Although President McKay had very definite ideas about curriculum, it is clear
that subject matter was not the most important component of the school. For President
McKay, the focus of every educational institution is the individual student.
The Focus of Education is the Individual
David 0. McKay felt that the most important entity was the individual.
Individual worth was at the heart of McKay's overall philosophy of life, and it directed
his educational practices as well. Boyd K. Packer a well-known educator now the
Acting President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, observed that President McKay
often "made statements about individual differences and accommodating the needs of
individuals." 102 An example of President McKay's dedication to individuals took place
when all the missionaries serving in the Pacific Islands were called home in October
1940, because of World War II. Glenn L. Rudd tells us that when the ship arrived,
President McKay greeted every one of the missionaries and personally re-assigned each
to another mission. 103 This attention to each individual was typical of President McKay.
He valued all people and wanted to provide the same educational opportunities for all
young Latter-day Saints everywhere in the world.
Teacher Training
Another President McKay goal was that the Church College in Hawaii be
established to train qualified teachers for that part of the world. As a major spoke in
the Church educational wheel, President McKay saw a great need to provide teacher
training within the system and became "very adept at training teachers." 1° 4 David B.
Haight, (1906-2004) former member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, tells us that
David 0. McKay had "a serious influence on the teachers at that time because of his
background." 105 He improved teacher training in the Church Education System by
bringing professional educators from the University of Utah and Brigham Young
University to assist in training teachers in the Church Education System. 106 By
drawing college professors into the training programs of the Church, he was able to
pioneer ideas not only into the curriculum of Church-owned schools, but also indirectly
into state-owned institutions of higher learning. No matter where LOS youth lived,
President McKay seemed to feel that they should be provided with qualified instructors.
He felt that young members of the Church everywhere should have access to facilities
equal to those at BYU, and that LOS educators serving elsewhere in the world should be
just as certified and trained as those in the United States. 10 7

Summary
President McKay's educational aims and purposes were applied in countless
ways in the development of Church schools in the South Seas. Many people have paid
tribute to the accomplishments of this remarkable pioneer in education. Leon
Hartshorn, former Department Chairman of Church History and Doctrine at Brigham
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Young University believes President McKay was "more responsible than any other man
in the Church for the great growth of the educational program." 108 Joseph T. Bentley
who was deeply involved with LDS education, phrased it in another way saying that:
"He dignified [Church] education" 109 and Adam S. Bennion, called him "the teacher of
our generation." 110 Truly, David 0. McKay can rightfully be called the "Father of the
Church Educational System." 111
As David 0. McKay watched a small flag ceremony at an elementary school in
Laie, he pioneered the ideas and practices that have since become the reality of a chain
of schools that have greatly impacted thousands of lives in the Pacific. While these
schools will continue to have an amazing impact on the lives of their students, the
effects of the teachings in these schools patterned after McKay's ideas have a far wider
influence. As Elder Neal A. Maxwell (1926-2004) of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
prophesied, "There will be even wider radiating effects which pulsate outward from this
place as the Lord makes His facilitating moves on the checkerboard of the nations ...
.Tens of thousands in the world who will never set foot on this campus will be blessed
and served by thousands who have been blessed to be here." 112
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